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ТurkicWeekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  in the 

Turkic world.ТurkicWeekly provides timely information and an objective assessment on  

relevant issues in the agenda of Turkic countries. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN KYRGYZSTAN 
On October 15, presidential elections were held in the Kyrgyz Republic. 
It should be noted that the pre-election campaign took place in a serious struggle between the 
contenders. 11 candidates from different political parties fought for presidency.  
Two politicians became the leaders from the very beginning of the pre-election race. One of them is 
the candidate from the ruling SDPK party, Sooronbai Jeenbekov, who was the head of the Cabinet 
of Ministers of Kyrgyzstan before the elections. Omurbek Babanov became another most influential 
candidate, according to numerous opinion polls. He is a deputy of the Jogorku Kenesh (Parliament) 
of Kyrgyzstan, leader of the Republic Party, and he held the office of prime minister of the country 
in the past. 
According to the preliminary data published by the CEC of Kyrgyzstan, the candidate from the 
SDPK party Sooronbai Jeenbekov won the elections with 54.75 percent of votes. As it was predicted, 
Omurbek Babanov was on the second place. The list of other candidates is as follows: Adakhan 
Madumarov 108,200 of votes - 6.47 percent; Temir Sariyev 42,959 votes - 2.57 percent; Talatbek 
Massadykov 10,592 - 0.63 percent; Ulukbek Kochkorov 8,371 - 0.5 percent; Azimbek Beknazarov 
2,730 - 0.16 percent; Arstanbek Abdyldayev 1,988 - 0.12 percent; Arslanbek Maliyev 1,588 - 0.09 
percent; Ernis Zarlykov 1,529 - 0.09 percent; Toktayim Umetaliyeva 1,430 - 0.09 percent. The 
elections showed a remarkable detail - quite a lot of Kyrgyz citizens voted against everyone. There 
were12,135 people of them or 0.73% of voters.  
According to the headquarters for the preparation and conduct of elections in Kyrgyzstan, data on 
the automatic counting of votes was presented. 
As the Kyrgyz authorities report, the final results of the elections will be summed up during the 
current week. "Now work on manual counting of ballots will be continued. We also need to get data 
from our polling stations abroad. And according to the law, the Central Election Commission will 
announce the official results of the presidential elections within 20 days, " said the chairman of the 
CEC Nurzhan Shayildabekova. 
In general, according to the CEC of the KR, the voter turnout as of 8:00 pm was 1,692,423 people. 
This is 55.93 percent of the registered voters - 3,025,770 people. 
Thus, a new president was elected in Kyrgyzstan, who will begin his duties approximately from 
December this year. 
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Let us note that S.Jeenbekov is considered one of the experienced politicians of Kyrgyzstan. 
Previously, he served as the Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan. 
Many experts suggest that with the new leadership of the Kyrgyz Republic, the country's foreign and 
domestic policies will maintain continuity to the previous course. By the way, on the voting day 
S.Jeenbekov spoke about the relations between Bishkek and Astana. "Kazakhstan is our neighbor. 
This neighbor was given by God. It is a fraternal republic, and we should respect the sovereignty and 
independence of each state, and we will treat this ", Sooronbai Jeenbekov said. 
Elections in the Kyrgyz Republic were monitored by international organizations. It is worth noting 
that traditionally in the countries of the Turkic world there are observers from international 
organizations such as the Turkic Council, the International Turkic Academy, etc. And this time the 
Academy's experts fulfilled their mission as an observer in the elections in the city of Osh. 
In general, in the opinion of the majority of international observers and experts, the presidential 
elections in Kyrgyzstan can be considered to be held. There were no serious violations. Opponents 
and competitors of S.Jeenbekov also recognized the results of the election. By the way, the chairman 
of the Senate of the Parliament of Kazakhstan Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev was the first from the 
high-ranking officials of Kazakhstan to respond to the results of the presidential elections in 
Kyrgyzstan. "An experienced politician S.Jeenbekov, who understands the importance of all-round 
cooperation with Kazakhstan, was elected as the President of friendly Kyrgyzstan," K.Zh.Tokayev 
said. 
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SOCHI HOSTED THE SESSION OF THE SUPREME EURASIAN ECONOMIC COUNCIL   
October 11, a regular session of the Supreme Eurasian Council was held in the Russian city of Sochi. 
The following presidents took part in the session: Republic of Armenia - S. Sargsyan, of Republic of 
Belarus - A.Lukashenko, Republic of Moldova - I.Dodon, Russian Federation - V.Putin, Republic of 
Kazakhstan – N.Nazarbayev, as well as the Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic - S.Isakov and the 
Chairman of the EEC Board - T. Sargsyan. 
As the Russian media reports, during the meeting the heads of state discussed a number of topical 
issues on cooperation within the framework of the EAEU and the further development of the 
economic union, and also heard the report of the EEC. 
During the talks, the positive impact of the EAEU on the economies of the participating countries 
and the importance of building up integration processes were noted. 
Speaking at the meeting, Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev stressed the importance of the 
main directions of the implementation of the EAEU digital agenda. In addition, the Head of 
Kazakhstan proposed to hold a special meeting of SEC in 2018 on the digitization of the economies 
of the member states. 
In conclusion, the parties expressed their confidence that the implementation of the reached 
agreements would raise the cooperation between the EAEU countries to a higher level. 
At the same time, N.Nazarbayev's working visit to Russia took place. During the meeting of 
Nursultan Nazarbayev with Vladimir Putin, the parties discussed topical issues of bilateral 
cooperation and prospects for their further development. 
Nursultan Nazarbayev notes that Russia is an important strategic partner of Kazakhstan both in the 
economy and in other spheres. 
"This year we celebrate the 25th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between our 
countries. This year, mutual trade increased by one third. New joint ventures are being created in all 
directions. Despite the existing difficulties, we are moving forward. Kazakhstan will be the most 
reliable and close partner of Russia. In addition, it is worth noting the development of our 
partnership in Baikonur continues," N.Nazarbayev said.  
Also, the heads of two states discussed the schedule of forthcoming meetings and the most topical 
issues of regional policy. In his turn, Vladimir Putin noted the importance and efficiency of holding 
such bilateral meetings, which are a key factor in the development and strengthening of interstate 
relations. 
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CIS COUNTRIES CONTINUE TO DEEPEN COOPERATION 

During the reporting period, a meeting of the Council of Heads of State of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States was also held in Sochi. At the meeting, the heads of state discussed ways to 
further strengthen cooperation within the CIS, exchanged views on improving the effectiveness of 
the Commonwealth and deepening trade and investment ties between the participating countries. 
In this regard, a plan for the upcoming work of the Republic of Tajikistan during the chairmanship in 
the CIS, Turkmenistan's vision for further development of the Commonwealth and the results of the 
work within the CIS Interparliamentary Assembly were heard at the meeting. 
Documents in the sphere of combating corruption and legalization of proceeds from crime were 
signed following the meeting of the Council. 
In addition, presidents of CIS countries considered a number of important decisions in the 
humanitarian field aimed at strengthening and expanding ties in the field of culture, education, 
science and tourism, and also adopted a statement on supporting the institution of family and 
traditional family values. 
Vladimir Putin as the CIS presiding party said while opening the meeting,: "We will outline ways to 
further strengthen cooperation within the CIS, will exchange views on what should be done to 
improve the effectiveness of the Commonwealth and its structures." 
In general, the Commonwealth members note that the countries of the union have the opportunity 
to launch new, large, mutually beneficial business projects. 
Taking into account the fact that Tajikistan takes over the chairmanship in the CIS next year, the 
country's president, Emomali Rahmon, proposed to hold the next meeting of the CIS Council of 
Heads of State in Dushanbe in late September 2018. 
At the same time, it was also reported that the Commonwealth Executive Secretary added that 
Turkmenistan will be the co-chairman of the CIS in 2018, and will take over chairmanship in the CIS 
in 2019. 
"The interest in preserving the activities of the CIS continues that is evidenced by the fact that two 
heads of delegations announced the desire to take the chairmanship in 2020, it is very remarkable 
that for the first time in the history of the Commonwealth's existence, Uzbekistan applied for the 
chairmanship in 2020," - noted the CIS Executive Secretary S. Lebedev in his speech. According to 
him, the president of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev expressed his readiness to accept the 
chairmanship and hold meetings of the highest agencies of the Commonwealth on the territory of 
Uzbekistan. 

4 



 
AZERBAIJANI-BULGARIAN RELATIONS ARE EXPANDING   

During the reporting period, the Bulgarian President visited the Republic of Azerbaijan. Within the 
framework of the meeting of the top leadership of Azerbaijan and Bulgaria, new documents and 
agreements that envisage a significant expansion of bilateral relations were signed. 
In his welcoming speech, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev said: "I am very glad that you have 
accepted my invitation and have come with an official visit to Azerbaijan. This visit is very important, 
and I am confident that it will have excellent results. Today, we broadly discussed various aspects of 
the Azerbaijani-Bulgarian relations at the meetings held both in one-on-one format and with the 
participation of delegations. We have once again confirmed that Azerbaijan and Bulgaria are friendly 
countries, partner states, and our partnership is very important.”  
In his turn,  the President of Bulgaria Rumen Radev noted that Azerbaijan plays an important role in 
providing opportunities for diversification in Eastern and Central Europe. "The level of political 
dialogue creates good conditions for the development of our cooperation in many other spheres. We 
have just discussed economic and energy cooperation, its capabilities and potential. We support the 
"Southern Gas Corridor", the Bulgarian president said. 
Important agreements in the field of transport and intercultural ties were reached. In particular, 
following the results of the meeting of the leaders of  two countries, they gave appropriate 
instructions to the relevant bodies to present specific proposals on the growth of trade turnover. At 
the same time, the parties agreed to increase the frequency of flights between the capitals of two 
countries. As the Bulgarian side reports, preparations are currently underway and flights from Baku 
to Sofia and from Sofia to Baku will open soon.  
Meanwhile, according to experts, there is an unrealized potential in the trade sphere between 
Azerbaijan and Bulgaria. This was confirmed by I.Aliyev. "Today, economic relations were discussed 
more. I can say that Azerbaijan is not satisfied with the volume of trade between two countries. The 
authorities were instructed to submit concrete proposals on the growth of trade turnover," I.Aliyev 
said.  
Separately, the sides discussed prospects for cooperation in the transport and logistics sectors. 
Representatives of two countries are confident that the commissioning of the Southern Gas Corridor 
will contribute to the strengthening of Bulgaria's energy security. It should be noted that the Baku-
Tbilisi-Kars railway will be commissioned in the near future. The implementation of this project 
promises to expand significantly the ties between two countries, as well as a regional cooperation on 
the whole. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, the 

International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and coordinates a 

comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic world from ancient times to 

the present day.The Turkic Academy promotes cooperation between research and development 

and education centers, studying Turkish world. 
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